
Noon Bible Study: Nehemiah 7&8
Summary:

The wall has been finished and the enemies of God are silent (for now).  The hand of God has been and is with Nehemiah to 
complete this task.  But God’s purposes for His people go beyond just a physical structure to build - he wants to build a 
generation of faithful men and women who will live for Him and hear and obey His word.  Nehemiah will assess the condition 
(and size) of the people and will call for a national assembly to untie under God’s word (and he will be aided by an old 
friend of ours).  Here we go.

Nehemiah 7:1-4

A big portion of Nehemiah’s work is done.  Remember he came to Jerusalem from Persia to oversee the rebuilding of the 
wall.  He wasn’t coming to be a permanent resident or governor.  This helps us understand why he makes these 
appointments.  The people have prioritized the building of the wall over their own homes (v. 4) and now they want to 
make sure the city is guarded so that the next phase of resettling can begin.

There is a united group of religious and political leaders who are selected to guard the walls and the cities. 
 Being a watchman for the nation was as much a spiritual role as it was governmental.

We have seen great leadership qualities in Nehemiah during our journey through this book.  And now we see an 
additional quality, one that speaks to his humility.  He appoints other people to lead with him, and ultimately in 
his stead.  He is not power hungry, nor trying to bolster his own personal legacy.  He essentially appoints in 
Hanani and Hananiah as his replacements!  Nehemiah’s own description of Hananiah gives us some insight into what 
qualities mattered to Nehemiah:

Nehemiah 7:2 - then I put Hanani my brother, and Hananiah the commander of the fortress, in charge of 
Jerusalem, for he was a faithful man and feared God more than many.

Nehemiah 7:5-7 - Nehemiah Records The Returned Exiles

Nehemiah 7:8-42 - The Record Of The People

Nehemiah 7:43-60 - The Record Of The Priests, Levites & Temple Officials

Nehemiah 7:61-65 - People Related To The Priests Without Proof

Without a verifiable connection to the biological line of Aaron and Levi, these individuals were going to be 
excluded from the temple service until such a time when it could be confirmed.  They are better safe than sorry 
when it comes to serving the LORD in the holy places.
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Nehemiah 7:66-73 - Totals & Final Accounting

A lot of names and numbers.  

ESV Study Bible: “This list is virtually identical to the one in Ezra 2. Therefore, its purpose is not to give new 
information but to highlight Nehemiah’s next concern after completing the walls, namely, to repopulate Jerusalem 
(Neh. 7:4). Regarding the discrepancies in exact numbers between the list of returning exiles in Ezra 2:1–67 and 
Neh. 7:6–66, various solutions have been proposed, and several factors may have contributed to the differences. 
Since Nehemiah was reading from a copy of an older list (either the list in Ezra or an official list that both of 
them consulted), the list may have been updated and corrected to allow for a number of births and deaths that 
occurred shortly after the exiles returned, and perhaps in some cases people were counted or grouped differently or 
in different categories. Either or both lists may also have been corrected and supplemented by a number of relatives 
who had been delayed on the journey by illness or for other reasons, and were added later. Some of the differences 
may also be due to copying errors.”

Nehemiah 8:1-4 - Ezra asked to read from the law

Chapter 8 begins a long narrative which will continue until the end of Chapter 10.  

“For the first time in this book, Ezra enters the narrative. This section shows the unity of his and 
Nehemiah’s projects. With the walls securely in place, the centrality of the Mosaic law is once again made 
prominent, since it is not security alone that is essential to the life of the community, nor even the 
temple, but trust in God and obedience to God’s Word as revealed through Moses.” (ESV Study Bible, Neh. 8:1)

This first portion of reading took place from morning till midday!  Ezra is likely reading from Deuteronomy and 
other portions of the Mosaic Law and taking breaks in between to help the people understand what the words said 
and meant.

Nehemiah 8:5-8 - Ezra blesses the assembly and reads/explains the law

We see here the function of Ezra and the other leaders.  They are reading the law to the people and also offering and 
explanation/interpretation to help them understand.  This is an excellent example of the primacy of the Scripture for 
the people of God and also the role of the community in helping each other understand and apply the word.

Nehemiah 8:9-12 - This Is A Day To Celebrate

There are times when hearing the convicting word of the LORD does and should bring sorrow.  However, this day was 
a day to have joy! The heart of this call to rejoice was centered in the fact that the people of God are again back 
in God’s land, in God’s city and hearing and responding to God’s word.  This is a day to celebrate.  There will be 
days ahead to mourn and repent for sure, but this moment is not that moment.
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The LORD is a God of celebration and joy.  There are times of sorrow and sobriety.  Serious things to think about and 
discuss.  Sacrifices to make and risks to take.  But the people of God should be a joyful people.  Here it is the 
command of the LORD to “eat”, “drink” and “be merry” - with an encouragement to share gifts of food (early 
potluck perhaps?) and to celebrate a “great festival” (v. 12).  And this celebration was rooted in the goodness of 
God and His word being made known.  This is a great thing to celebrate!

Nehemiah 8:13-18 - The Word Is Alive and Obeyed!

The next day of the public reading, the people hear that they are commanded to celebrate the feast of 
booths/tabernacles (Sukkot) in the seventh month of the year.  Here’s a reminder of what the Feast of Booths was all 
about:

“The Feast of Booths was a weeklong feast that began on the fifteenth day of the seventh month. Since it 
celebrates the people’s salvation from Egypt, it was fitting for them to cease from work and to worship 
before the Lord.” (ESV Study Bible, Leviticus 23:33-36)

 
It was a feast/festival associated with joy and a remembrance of the LORD’s deliverance from slavery in 
Egypt, highlighting the truth that the people of Israel were “strangers and pilgrims” waiting for a 
permanent home that the LORD would provide.  How fitting that this generation begins their time back in 
Jerusalem with such imagery.  Remember, you don’t celebrate “feasts” if you’re a slave (in Egypt) nor would 
you if you were in exile (in Babylon).  What a time to rejoice! (from Noon Bible Study Notes, Ezra 3).

It just so happened that it was the seventh month! 

The response of the nation is remarkable.  Rather than rationalizing a reason to not obey right away (ex: it’s been  
a hard year, our homes aren’t even built, we’ve been working so hard on the wall, we don’t have the supplies to 
make the booths, I’m sure God knows my heart...etc. etc.) they obey right away!  They literally circulate word that 
they are going to celebrate the feast of booths (v. 15).

And so what commences from this hearing of the word of the LORD is a week long festival, camp out, celebration! 
 Though the nation had celebrated the feast of booths, this time was so notable that there was a sense that it 
hadn’t been this good since the people first entered Canaan (v. 17).  That is quite the statement.  This reading and 
celebration continued the duration of the week.

In many ways what we conclude with here is a national assembly which will determine their direction for years to come. 
 It’s comparable to a constitutional convention where the participants are working to formulate a document that will serve 
as a guide for the generations to come, that will live on past the founding fathers.  In this case though, the document is 
God’s law and it has been given to the people by their creator, rather than them needing to write their own.

The word of God contained in the Bible, in that day, and for us today is the living and enduring word which transcends 
societal ups and downs, opinions of humanity, or the broken moral compasses of political leaders.  The nation of that day 
had to align themselves not only with the spirit of God, but with the letter of God.  It would be how they would know right 
form wrong, good from evil, what was pleasing to God and what was abominable.  It was a record of their history and a 
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living testament to God’s character.  The walls might have been mortared together, but if the people didn’t let the word of 
God saturate their lives, the nation would soon be in shambles.

Ditto for us.  We can’t neglect the word of God.  We can’t ignore the word of God.  We can’t minimize or downplay the word 
of God.  We have to have it be a central guiding document for our lives and families and churches and relationships.  We 
should often ask, “what does the Bible say?”  We should encourage each other with it, teach it, read it, hear it, speak it 
and memorize it.  And we should model our desire to obey it after the saints of Nehemiah 8 - who did not want to just read 
and hear the word of the LORD, they were ready, willing and able to be doers of that word.

Final point for today: we have spoken earlier in Nehemiah about the importance of “morale.”  I think it’s just as important 
to check our “joy” levels.  Joy in the LORD is powerful.  In fact, our text today aligns “joy” with “strength”.  Our 
assemblies should be marked by joy.   Just think about our typical evangelical protestant worship service - sing, prayer, 
hear the word of the LORD from the Bible, have it explained to us, and (in some cases) a time of celebration and a meal - 
either in the Lord’s supper or in “refreshments” after the service.  These are good things, biblical things.  But we must check 
that we’re joyfully participating in these things as the assembly of Nehemiah 8 was - not just going through the motions, 
waiting for things to get over, checking our watches to ensure things don’t “go long” and then rushing out so we can get 
to what we really wanted to be doing on a Sunday.  That’s going to church, not being the church.  Our gatherings 
corporately or in pairs are opportunities to be recharged or pour out into others the joy of the LORD.  Take those 
opportunities and find strength in the joyful celebration of the greatness of God.
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